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THE LATE EARL OF DERBY. 

Perhaps no eminent statesman of modern times has, 
both by word and deed, done more for the cause of Peace 
than the late Earl of Derby. It was in a great degree 
through his influence that Great Britain was saved from 
being dragged into the Russo-Turkish War by the 
Jingoistic Earl of Beaconsfleld. And Lord Derby 
resigned his seat in the Cabinet rather than support the 
latter in his dangerous designs. He rendered valuable 
aid also in promotion of the Alabama Arbitration. On 
several occasions, when in office he received Deputations 
from the Peace Society with marked friendliness and 
sympathy. On one such occasion he remarked, when 
Minister for Foreign Affairs (in 1868), " I think I may 
congratulate the members of the Peace Society that their 
principles are becoming more popular." And referring 
to the prospects of future pacific progress, he added, 
" And then, gentlemen, you will have the satisfaction of 
knowing that the ideas and principles you have been 
propagating will have hal much to do in bringing to pass 
this better condition of things." He was the author of 
the well-known saying, "The greatest of British interests 
is the interest of Peace." And, again, in opposition to 
what has been termed " a spirited policy " of annexation 
or conquest, he remarked (in connection with the foolish 
and disastrous mission of General Gordon to Khartoum) : 
" I want to know where obligations of this kind are to 
end. Have we no duties nearer home? We have got 
quite black men enough, and we had better not go in for- 
more." His death is a great national loss, in mauy 
ways. He was a great friend and admirer of John 
Bright ; and probably the influence of the latter had much 
weight in the formation of some of his own opinions. — 
Herald of Peace {London) . 



THE LATE ADOLPHE FRANCE. 

We desire to associate ourselves with our French breth- 
ren, and with the friends of justice and peace everywhere, 
in an expression of respect and esteem for the late 
Adolphe Frauck, who died on the 9th ult., at the age of 
eighty-three. 

He was, for many years, president of "The French 
Society of the Friends of Peace," a Professor of the 
College de France, and member of the Academy of Moral 
and Political Science. He was the author of the " Diction- 
naire des Sciences Philosophiques," of "The Religious 
Philosophy of the Hebrews," and of " The Philosophy of 
Penal Law." In his lectures on international law at the 
College of France, and in addresses delivered by him 
before the Academy of Moral and Political Science, he 
showed himself an earnest and able advocate of inter- 
national arbitration. " No one surpassed him in the 
ardor of his efforts on behalf of goodness ; no one had a 
stronger faith in justice, no one a more hearty belief in 
liberty. — Les Etats Unls d' Europe. 



Lady Henry Somerset was on the 3d of May reelected 
President of the British Women's Temperance Association. 
Thereupon the minority left the convention in indignation, 
saying that the introduction of politics into the society 
would ruin its usefulness. We wish all the temperance 
workers could dwell together in peace. 



Mr. T. Holmes, F. R. C. S., the translator of the 
Baroness Von Suttner's "Die Waffen Nieder," is one of 
the two Vice-Chairmen of the International Arbitration 
and Peace Association. He has rendered a great service 
to the cause of peace by putting into such excellent idio- 
matic English this remarkable work. It was under the 
auspices of the Association of which he is so active and 
valuable a member that the translation was undertaken. 



The death of Robert W. McAll at Paris on the 11th of 
May removes one of the foremost missionary leaders of 
our time. The story of his work in France is so well 
known that no extended reference to it is needed. He 
entered upon his labors in Paris just at the close of the 
Franco-Prussian War, drawn thither by the absence of 
gospel work among the masses of the French people. At 
first his task was rendered doubly difficult by the suspicion 
of the officers of the law and by the prevailing ignorance 
of spiritual truth. During the first years the meetings of 
the mission were often stormy and disorderly. But at 
last the work won the sympathy of the working classes for 
whom it was established and of the magistrates as well. 
It has now something like one hundred stations in differ- 
ent parts of France. This mission has accomplished the 
immense task of reopening France to the simple gospel of 
Jesus Christ, and whatever may be its future history, as 
an interdenominational mission, it has already accom- 
plished enough to give it rank as one of the great mission- 
ary enterprises of Christian history. 



EVENTS OF THE MONTH. 



May-day in Europe passed off this year without any 
labor riots. There were processions and banners and 
speeches but no attempts at violence. In several coun- 
tries preparations had been made for prompt suppression 
of riots, but none occurred. 

Sunday-opening has at last opened. The Local Direc- 
tory of the Exposition decided on the 12th of May that 
the Fair should be opened on Sundays. At a later date 
the National Commissioners met and by a vote of thirty 
to twenty-seven, a mere quorum being present, decided in 
favor of opening. It was expected, after this decision 
was reached, that Attorney General Olney would issue an 
injunction on behalf of the Government against opening 
the gates on Sunday. This he decided that he could not 
do until the overt act was committed. This has now been 
done. On the 28th of May the gates were thrown wide 
and the crowds let in. It seems that the buildings were 
open, too, and most of the exhibits uncovered. The 
saloons in the city are said to have been nearly deserted 
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and the crowds orderly on the grounds. The Directors 
consider all this a great success, the final proof that they 
have been right in their determination to defy the Christian 
sentiment of the land and the conditions under which they 
accepted money from Congress. We shall see. Harvest 
does not often come the next day after seed-sowing. We 
shall not be surprised to learn later on in the summer that 
this movement has been a great financial, as it has already 
been a great moral, blunder. 



The series of World's Congresses at Chicago opened on 
the loth of May with the Congress of Representative 
Women. Thousands of women attended the various 
sections of the Congress held during the week, among 
whom were many of the most eminent women from 
different parts of the world. The discussions took a wide 
range, covering all the important subjects to which 
women are now giving their thought. The second of the 
series was the Press Congress, which began on the 22d 
of May, and met in four sections, the daily press, the 
religious press, the trade press, and newspaper women. 

Of the opening of the series of Congresses the Presi- 
dent, Hon. Charles C. Bonney, in a letter to the editor of 
the Advocate says :— "Of the opening I will only say 
that it was really magnificent, and more than realized our 
expectations." 

The Presbyterian General Assembly met at Washington 
on the 18th of May. This is the one hundred and fifth 
annual meeting of that organization. The chief matter of 
iuterest before the assembly so far has been the case of 
Dr. Briggs. This was introduced by the appeal taken 
from the decision of the New York Presbytery, which had 
acquitted him of the charge of heresy. The General Assem- 
bly, by a large vote, decided to entertain the appeal. The 
case was presented by Dr. Lampe for the appellants, and as 
we go to press Dr. Briggs has just finished his defence in a 
speech of seven hours, and the General Assembly has 
voted his condemnation by the large majority of 383 to 
116. It was a foregone conclusion that this would be the 
outcome. What the result will be to Dr. Briggs, to 
Union Theological Seminary, to the Presbyterian Church 
and to the cause of Christ in general no one can now 
forecast. Church quarrels in general have been very fruit- 
ful sources of evil, and every man who has at heart the 
salvation of the world ought with all his soul to strive for 
the things which make for peace. 



The second clause of Mr. Gladstone's Home Rule Bill 
was passed in Co nmittee of the House of Commons on 
May 17th. On the same day he was disgracefully hissed 
and hooted at by some ultra-Tories at the reception given 
by the Prince of Wales at the Imperial Institute. On the 
20th a heavy stone was thrown at the railway carriage in 



which he was travelling. It passed through the window 
of the compartment next to his, without injuring any one. 
These insulting attacks upon the Prime Minister, if they 
do not prove that he is in the right, will at any rate help 
on the. cause to which he is giving the last years of his 
great life. 

James H. Blount, of Georgia, who had been sent by 
President Cleveland as special commissioner to Hawaii to 
investigate the situation there, was on the 9th of May 
appointed minister plenipotentiary to that country. Mr. 
Blount's conduct as commissioner seems to have been wise 
and judicious and to have commen led itself to nearly all 
factions on the island. The sentiment in favor of annex- 
ation is still said to be growing. Charles Nordhoff has 
been severely criticised on the island for his letters to the 
New York Herald. 

Many bank failures have occurred recently in many 
parts of the world. The causes are somewhat obscure, 
but the history of such failures occurring periodically 
demonstrates clearly that venturesome speculation, unwise 
legislation and rash expenditure of public funds are the 
chief causes. The financial situation in Italj', brought on 
largely by the heavy military expenses, grows worse all 
the time. The crisis there has long been threatening and 
the country has at last reached what is practically a paper 
basis. 

Many important religious gatherings have recently 
taken place : the Presbyterian General Assembly at 
Washington, the National Baptist Association at Denver, 
the American Home Missionary Society at Saratoga, the 
American Unitarian Association in Boston, the New 
England Evangelistic Association also at Boston, and 
others. 

The new Cunard steamer Campania made her first trip 
from Sandy Hook to Queenstown in 5 days, 17 hours and 
27 minutes, breaking all previous records for eastward 

trips. 

The new armored cruiser New York, "the pride of our 
new navy," made her trial trip on the 22d of May. Her 
average speed was 21.07 knots per hour. She is therefore . 
the swiftest war vessel in the world. 



Gold continues to go abroad ; an extra session of Con- 
gress will probably be called early in September to deal 
with the financial situation. 



The American Peace Society has for sale a copy of the 
latest edition of Worcester's Unabridged Dictionary, 
bound in half morocco, retail price $12. No better dic- 
tionary for general use exists. We shall be glad to sell 
this copy at a liberal discount to any one wishing it. 



